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Addenda.
Johnson's very words to Hume, and that Hume did not change them in reporting them to Boswell. Whatever they were, they were spoken in 1749 and published in 1791, when Johnson had been dead six years, Garrick twelve years, and Hume fourteen years. It is idle to dream that they can now be conjec-turally emended. But it is worse than idle to bring in as evidence John Wilkes. What entered his ear as purity itself might issue from his mouth as the grossest obscenity. He had no delicacy of feeling. No principle restrained him.^ When he comes to bear testimony, and aims a shaft at any man's character, the bow that he draws is drawn with the weakness of the hand of a worn-out and shameless profligate.
Mr. Shepherd quotes an unpublished letter of Boswell to Wilkes, dated Rome, April 22, 1765, to show 'that the two men had become familiars, not only long before Wilkes's famous meeting with Dr. Johnson was brought about, but before even the friendship of Boswell himself with Johnson had been consolidated/ It needs no unpublished letters to show that. It must be known to every attentive reader of Boswell. See ante, i. 395, and ii. n._____________
Frederick III, King of Prussia.
(Vol. i, p. 308.) Boswell should have written Frederick II.
visit to Rousseau and Voltaire. (Vol. i, p. 434; and vol. ii, p. II.) Boswell to Andrew Mitchell, Esq., His Britannic Majesty's Minister
at Berlin.
* Berlin, 28 August, 1764.
.... c I have had another letter from my father, in which he continues of opinion that travelling is of very little use, and may do a great deal of harm. ... I esteem and love my father, and I am determined to do what is in my power to make him easy and happy. But you will allow that I may endeavour to make him happy, and at the same time not to be too hard upon myself. I must use you so much with the freedom of a friend
as

